
Why are bees important? 
Bees and other pollinators are important for the ecological services they provide like pollination. 
Bees are also the ‘canary in the coalmine’, they are an indicator species that can help us under-
stand what’s happening in the environment. Many people also connect to bees on an emotional 
level and this is important, our love of bees can help encourage us to create safe environments! 

An environment that’s safe for bees and other insect is one that’s safe for other species too. 

Pollinators:
Pollinators are animals that cause plants to make fruit or seeds. They moving pollen from one part 

of the flower of a plant to another part. This pollen fertilises the plant. Only fertilised plants can 
make fruit and/or seeds, and without pollinators, the plants cannot reproduce. This means that 

without pollinators, many plants create fruits, vegetables, seeds or grains that we eat either.

How can you save bees and other pollinators?
Grow organic flowers to provide safe food, encourage your neighbours and schools to do the 
same. 
Find out how to create a How to create a Biological Pollinator Sanctuary, make Seed Balls or 
grow your own Pasture Painting to feed the pollinators
Go natural, Don’t use pesticides, fungicides or herbicides designed to kill insects, fungi and
microbes. Learn about how to use regenerative growing methods.
Provide fresh water, while bees don’t drink, they collect water to use in the hive to  regulate 
temperature. Remember to put pebbles sticking out of the water so bees won’t drown.
Support organic growers and ethical beekeepers - you don’t need to become a beekeeper 
yourself to save the bees
Make political change, lobby for pesticides not to be used, habitats to be saved and created 
and for action on climate change. 
Sign up to our monthly newsletter to keep up to date on our learning adventures and cam-
paigns
www.fortheloveofbees.co.nz/newsletter
Learn about native bees, ngaro huruhuru, their life cycles, where they live, and make sure 
people don’t spay between Oct-Jan when native bees are out.
Learn how to monitor ngaro huruhuru native bees.

The bees are dying: 
The total number of Honey Bees is not currently declining, however, the numbers of many other 
important pollinator species are in decline. We need to understand the difference between 
native bees and honey bees, which are non native. The European Honey Bee is the bee most 
people think off when we talk of bees. The total number of Honey Bees in NZ and is increasing 
because beekeepers are managing and increasing the population, keeping more colonies. BUT 
all types of bees and pollinators are dying earlier, their lifespan is shortened by unsafe environ-
ments with pesticides, habitat loss and climate change all having a bad effect. A honey bee only 
lives as long as its wings will support it, so if it has to fly further for food, it’s wings will degrade 
faster and it will have a shorter life.
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Honey Bee Facts:
1 billion flowers are needed to provide enough nectar and pollen to support one bee colony for 1 
year.
Once they find a good source of nectar they tell the rest of the hive where it is by waggling their  
bodies in its direction – this is known as the waggle dance.
They have three eyes and see a spectrum of light we cant.
They flap their wings 200 times per minute.
They see 200 frames per second where we only see 24.
Foragers fly up to 100 km per day to collect nectar.
A honey bee queen lays up to 2000 eggs per day and a strong colony consumes over 150 kg of
honey in one season just to run this magnificent operation. 
They have been found to travel seven kilometres one way and find their way home without fail.

NZ Native Bee Facts (Piper 2013):
Non-aggressive and very rarely sting
Smaller than honey bees and bumble bees, generally black
Best identified by their nests - a cluster of small holes in the ground, generally in sloping loose 
soil
Solitary bees with one family living in a nest, in contrast to a honey bee hive
Each female lays three to 10 eggs before dying. Females from these eggs go on to build their 
own nests.
They forage on natives such as pohutukawa, manuka and native mistletoe but have also adapted 
to introduced flowers including kiwifruit and ragwort.
For most species foraging range is limited (less than 100 m).
Not affected by the Varroa mite that threatens honeybees
In comparison to New Zealand, Australia has over 1,500 native bees species.

Activities to Help Pollinators:
You can find these toolkits on our website www.fortheloveofbees.co.nz, under learn, tools for 
action 
or https://www.fortheloveofbees.co.nz/tools
Pasture Painting 
Seed Balls
Monitor Native Bees
Pollinator Sanctuary Planning
Pollination and Hand pollinating


