
1. Prepare your work station with all the materials 
you need to take successful cuttings - sharp/clean 
secateurs, watering can, pots or trays filled with a 
mix of 70% pumice and 30% fine soil pre watered, 
shallow containers of water for keeping the 
cuttings hydrated, rooting hormone - willow tea, 
honey, molasses or a bought product.
*Being biological growers we inoculate our water 
with microorganisms from either worm/com-
post/liquid fertiliser tea, EM, biologix kit or other.

2. Select a healthy Rosemary plant to take your 
cuttings from.

3. Either cut off a large branch with lots of fresh 
tips on it and put it straight into water OR snip 
directly from your selected plant. It is the fresh tip 
we use as our cutting material and will be approxi-
mately 5cm long. Keep your plant material in 
water at all times.

4. After snipping off the tip, remove half of the 
leaves and any flowers. This is to minimise 
transpiration and to discourage leaf growth. 
 
 

Shape the end of the cutting to be at a 45 degree 
angle and using the blade of the secateurs scrape 
off a short length of outer bark. This exposes the 
cambium layer to encourage root growth. Rosemary 
leaves are lovely as tea, added to cooked dishes or 
could be infused in vinegar for a hair rinse.

5. Put the prepared cutting into a root hormone of 
your choice for 5 seconds*. Remove and insert it 
half way into your pot or tray of pumice/soil mix. 
Once you have done all of your cuttings, water 
them in carefully with a watering can.

6. Keep your cuttings in a warm place and 
remember to check on them daily. Use your 
observation to gauge how much and how often they 
need to be watered. In our experience it is better 
for them to be slightly dry than too wet.

7. In 6-10 weeks you should have roots coming out 
from the bottom of your pot or tray. At this stage 
they will need to be potted up into a free-draining 
soil mix with a microorganism component added 
as compost, worm castings or liquid tea.

This procedure is for taking one softwood rosemary cutting at a time. 
As you become practised in growing plants for free this way, you will develop 

your own modifications based on volume and plant variety used.

Rosmarinus officinalis means ‘Dew of the Sea’ in latin and symbolises remembrance. There are 28 cultivars 
of Rosemary!

For the Love of Bees have chosen this charming, evergreen, woody perennial to propagate extensively because 
it flowers for a long period, feeding our pollinators with nutritious pollen and nectar. Given its hardy and 

fast growing nature, it is an ideal plant for beginners to learn how to strike cuttings. 

This tool has been generated by Anna Dadson and designed by Gabrielle Message

*To make willow water, find a willow tree and harvest the tips of five to ten branches, taking around 10cm. 
Remove the leaves, leaving just the thin, springy shoots. Chop up the branches very small (a couple cms if 
you can) and put them in a large bowl or container (non-plastic if possible). Add water, covering the pieces 
completely. Put a lid on and leave for 2 nights. Finally, use a sieve to remove the pieces. Pour the liquid 

into a bottle to store. It will keep for some weeks in a dry dark place or for 2 months in the fridge.


